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New Civil War Interpretive Center in Fairfax is Now Open 
(photo courtesy Fairfax Museum & Visitor Center)

NORTHERN VIRGINIA

FAIRFAX MUSEUM & 
VISITOR CENTER 

The Fairfax Museum & Visi-
tor Center is “Your fi rst stop for 
regional Fairfax area tourism infor-
mation” with extensive brochures 
and the The Fairfax Story exhibi-
tion chronicling 250 years of his-
tory including Fairfax’s active role 
in the Civil War.  Gift shop; tours 
and monthly lectures, check our 
website for a calendar of events.  

Open daily 9 a.m.-5 p.m. includ-
ing Sundays and most holidays.  
Free admission.  Located at 10209 
Main Street, Fairfax, VA 22030.  
Call toll-free (800) 545-7950 or visit 
www.fairfaxva.gov

(see advertisement this page)

HISTORIC BLENHEIM & 
CIVIL WAR INTERPRETIVE 

CENTER
See Fairfax’s newest Civil War 

site, recently opened to the pub-
lic, featuring 12 beautiful acres 
and the famous Blenheim House 
with more than 100 soldier in-
scriptions.  A new 4,000-square-
foot Civil War Interpretive Center, 
designed by award-winning archi-
tects Glave & Holmes Associates, 
is fully ADA-accessible and motor 
coach-accessible and includes 
exhibits, an illustrated timeline of 
Fairfax’s role in the Civil War, vid-
eo programs, gift shop, and As-
sembly Hall with spectacular view 
available for private rental.  

The Center is open Tuesday-
Saturday Noon-4 p.m.; the Blen-
heim House is only open during 
the daily 1 p.m. site tour.  Monthly 
Civil War lectures and programs.  
Free admission.  Located at 3610 
Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 
22030.  For more information call 
(703) 591-0560 or see www.fair 
faxva.gov or www.visitfairfax.com

(see advertisement this page)

PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY / 
MANASSAS

Located only 30 miles from the 
U.S. capital. 

Prince William County / Ma-
nassas, Virginia holds its own 
unforgettable role in American 
history.  In July 1861, Union and 
Confederate forces faced off for 
the fi rst, major battle of the Civil 
War.  Today, visitors can journey 
through hallowed ground at Ma-
nassas National Battlefi eld Park 
and explore interpretive exhibits at 
the Manassas Museum tracing the 
region’s history from colonial days 
to the recent past.

From yesterday’s battlefi elds, 
to today’s frontlines, Prince Wil-
liam County is home to the new 
National Museum of the Marine 
Corps.  Boasting stunning archi-
tecture and interactive displays, 
the museum attracted more than 
600,000 visitors from around the 
world in just its fi rst year!

Travelers also come to Prince 
William County to perfect their 
swings.  This is home to the links 
where the legends play: Prince 
William County is the four-time 
host of the Presidents Cup.  For 
those who may not always aim 
for the hole-in-one, there are 
nine championship, daily fee golf 
courses with an array of terrain 
and amazing views.

Prince William County also 
is known as the Outdoors Capital 
of the Capital Region.  From the 
depths of the Potomac River to the 
heights of the Bull Run Mountains, 
Prince William County offers na-
tional, state and local parks and 
sanctuaries and wetlands.  Visi-
tors seeking to escape city streets 
for quiet retreats, may hike, bike, 
fi sh, picnic, canoe, bird watch and 
horseback ride.

Families also may bridge the 
generation gap at three water 
parks, indoor and outdoor ice 

skating rinks and Potomac Na-
tionals minor league baseball 
games.  Racing fans may get into 
the fast lane at the NOVA BMX 
track or with NASCAR at Old Do-
minion Speedway!

Shopping is the top activity 
on vacation, and Potomac Mills 
Mall is the most visited tour-
ist attraction in Prince William 
County and one of the largest 

value outlet malls on the East 
Coast!  Bargains, and treasures, 
also are found on our antique 
corridors, and in Historic Ma-
nassas and Historic Occoquan.  
Our destination also offers fam-
ily-friendly festivals year-round, 
while the world’s hottest enter-
tainment acts take center stage 
at Nissan Pavilion.

To make their stays complete, 

Alexandria Mount Vernon
7212 Richmond Hwy. • Alexandria, VA 22306 

(703) 765-9000 • Fax (703) 765-2325
www.alexandriaqualityinn.com

• Free Continental Breakfast 
• Free DSL & WiFi • Free Local 
Calls • HBO • Free Parking • Pet 
Friendly • Coin-Op Laundry, & 

Many More Amenities.
www.choicehotels.com

Our standard amenities are anything but.
• Complimentary Hot Breakfast • Fitness Center 
• High Speed Internet • Newly Renovated
www.yourdchotels.com

BEST WESTERN Mount Vernon
8751 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria, VA 22309  |  www.bestwestern.com
703.360.1300  |  703.799.7713  |  1.800.Western
Each Best Western® branded hotel is independently owned and operated. ©2011 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

http://www.travel-recreation.com
http://www.fairfaxva.gov
http://www.fair
http://www.visitfairfax.com
http://www.alexandriaqualityinn.com
http://www.choicehotels.com
http://www.yourdchotels.com
http://www.bestwestern.com
http://historicblenheim.com
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Downtown Culpeper (photo courtesy Culpeper Department of Tourism)

visitors may rest easily at more 
than three dozen hotels and a 
charming bed and breakfast, and 
eat memorably at hundreds of 
restaurants.  They also may in-
dulge their senses at the Winery 
at LaGrange.

Discover why History Loves 
Company in Prince William 
County / Manassas, Virginia, ac-
cessible from Dulles International 
Airport and Reagan Washington 
National Airport, off I-95 and I-66 
and Amtrak rail lines.  For a visi-
tors guide, golf guide, calendar of 
events and pocket map, please 
log on to www.visitpwc.com or call 
(800) 432-1792.  To make your 
hotel reservation right now, please 
log on to www.visitpwc.com

CULPEPER
There’s so much to see and do 

in historic Culpeper, Virginia.  At 
the Museum of Culpeper Histo-
ry, visitors can revisit Culpeper’s 
Native American, Revolutionary 
War, and Civil War history.  The 
Graffi ti House in Brandy Station, 
used as a hospital during the Civil 
War, features a unique collection 
of over 200 pieces of charcoal 
graffi ti left behind by recuperating 
soldiers.  Three signifi cant Civil 
War battlefi elds – Brandy Sta-

tion, Cedar Mountain and Kelly’s 
Ford – can be toured on your own 
through walking trails and interpre-
tive markers or with a guide famil-
iar with the local history.   

Today, contemporary additions 
to Culpeper’s historical land-
scape include the National Audio 
Visual Conservation Center of the 
Library of Congress, which houses 
the nation’s audio-visual heritage 
collections of moving images and 
recorded sounds. 

The arts are fl ourishing in 
Culpeper.  Several businesses 
incorporate gallery space and of-
fer local artwork for sale.  In ad-
dition, several arts organizations 
produce various works of art 
throughout the year – from plays 
and productions, to live music and 
fi lm.  So enjoy the local arts dur-
ing your next visit, and take home 
some wonderful memories!

Culpeper County is in the 
heart of Virginia wine country 
and home to many fi ne produc-
ers.  Visitors can take a Wine and 
Moonshine tour and experience 
award-winning wineries and one 
of Virginia’s only legal moonshine 
distilleries.  Culpeper is located 
within three hours of all of the main 
attractions in the state of Virginia, 
and makes an excellent hub for 

exploring beautiful scenery such 
as the Shenandoah Valley and the 
Skyline Drive, and other attrac-
tions nearby.

No matter what your sport, 
Culpeper has what you’re looking 
for.  Throughout the county, you’ll 
fi nd beautiful parks, farmland and 
wide open spaces where you can 
hike, bike, or relax and enjoy a 
picnic.  Anglers, cyclists, paddlers, 
hikers, and riders enjoy amazing 
outdoor opportunities at every 
turn.  The range of scenic drives 
and hiking/biking circuits is unlim-
ited in all directions.  Golfers can 
enjoy a round on several courses 
throughout the county, and all are 
just a short drive from downtown 
with a unique and challenging ex-
perience for all levels of play.  

If all this activity has you beat, 
catch a movie at Culpeper’s state-
of-the-art, 4-play theater.  Whatev-
er you choose to do, be sure and 
pamper yourself when you’re done 
with a decadent spa treatment at 
one of Culpeper’s luxurious new 
day-spas.

For more information, con-
tact the Culpeper Department 
of Tourism at (540) 727-0611 or 
visit us online at www.visitculpep 
erva.com

HEART OF APPALACHIA
BLUE RIDGE HIGHLANDS
SHENANDOAH VALLEY

APPALACHIA
Rich with history, cultural expres-
sions, and outdoor recreation.

In the Heart of Appalachia ad-
venture and history await you!   
Retrace the steps of adventurous 
explorers like Daniel Boone along 
the Wilderness Road or experi-
ence pioneer life at a living history 
museum.  Celebrate our culture 
as you listen to traditional musical 
performances at a venue along the 
Crooked Road.  Learn about tech-
niques passed through genera-
tions of artisans at our local craft 
festivals.  Or visit one of our three 
state parks.  

For more information please go 
to www.heartofappalachia.com

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Located in Southwestern Virginia, 
in the Blue Ridge Highlands.

Montgomery County is the 
vacation destination of nature en-
thusiasts, history buffs, photogra-
phers and bird and wildlife lovers 
in addition to families, singles and 
retirees.  It has been providing 
visitors with the perfect spot to 
work, relax, or enjoy a myriad of 
recreational possibilities for over 
200 years.

Montgomery County’s unique 
location adjacent to the wild, 
natural beauty of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, provides guests with 
wide range of possibilities for 
outdoor adventures.  Our two 
nationally recognized universi-
ties supply the area with an in-
credible variety of cultural and 
educational options and the 
historic richness of the region 
melds past with present for ex-
citing exploration. 

All the promising choices, year 
round scenic splendor and the 
mild climate with four distinct sea-
sons makes it the perfect place for 
year-round recreation.

Known for our natural beauty 
and peaceful rural setting, man 
and wildlife coexist in what has 
been described as a little slice 
of heaven here on earth.  At any 
turn in the road you might find 
a whitetail deer curiously staring 
at you, a groundhog contem-
plating your passage, a deep 
red cardinal serenading your 
passage, or even a black bear 
as startled by your presence as 
you are by its.  Tourist-watching 
apparently is a favorite pastime 
of the wildlife in this relatively 
uncommercialized area.

Don’t try to cover Blacksburg 
/ Christiansburg in a byway tour 
of just a day – there’s just too 
much to experience.  And beware 
of an overload of the senses: the 
sound of songbirds, the sweet 
scent of honeysuckle, the feel 
of warm daytime sun and cool 
evening breezes and the sight 
of mountains that touch the sun, 
moon and stars co-mingled with 

Conveniently located 
within walking 

distance to historic 
downtown Culpeper.

800-29-VISIT
(298-4748)

www.fountainhall.com
Culpeper, VA 22701

803 South Main Street
P.O. Box 951

Culpeper, VA 22701
Museum: (540) 829-1749

Offi ce: (540) 829-6434
We have a wonderful 
collection of artifacts, 

photos, & memorabilia from photos, & memorabilia from 
our historic county. Come our historic county. Come 
and share the adventure!and share the adventure!

www.culpepermuseum.com

http://www.travel-recreation.com
http://www.visitpwc.com
http://www.visitpwc.com
http://www.visitculpep
http://www.heartofappalachia.com
http://www.fountainhall.com
http://www.culpepermuseum.com
http://www.visitculpeperva.com
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miles of shoreline. Surrounded 
by beautiful woodlands and for-
ested mountains this man-made 
wonder has been in existence for 
more than 64 years.  Nearby hik-
ing trails allow visitors to mingle 
with and observe the local wild-
life, birds and fauna while the 
lake is a fishing, boating, swim-
ming and hiking heaven for the 
water devotee.

The area’s first rate accom-
modations include historic bed 
and breakfast inns offering luxu-
rious Victorian décor, hospital-
ity and ambiance, modern luxury 
lodgings, rustic cabins and no-
table resorts.  The area’s most 
recognizable resort is Mountain 
Lake.  Open during the summer 
and fall, the resort’s high eleva-
tion of 4,000 feet makes it an 
ideal place to come and cool off 
in one of two natural lakes in the 
commonwealth.  The resort also 
boasts cozy accommodations in 
a majestic stone hotel that serves 
outstanding cuisine and provides 
numerous activities for its guests.  
The hotel is perhaps most famous 

as the backdrop for the film Dirty 
Dancing, starring Patrick Swayze 
and Jennifer Grey.

Nearby is a beautiful four-mile 
hike to The Cascades waterfall.  
This natural wonder is 68 feet 
high, and provides a spectacular 
hike among lush flora and fauna, 
complete with well-marked foot-
paths and picnic areas. 

In the same general vicinity 
off route 460 West, is Pandapas 
Pond recreation area.  A one-mile 
hiking trail and mountain biking 
routes for the more adventurous 
cyclist surrounds the eight-acre 
man made pond.  

Whether it is hiking, biking, 
swimming, rafting, boating, sight 
seeing or any outdoor enthusi-
ast’s favorite pastime the slice 
of heaven on earth that is the 
Blacksburg and Christians-
burg, Virginia area offers it with 
a majestic background, unforget-
table scenic splendor and wel-
coming hospitality.  

For more info, please call the 
Blacksburg & Christiansburg Vis-
itors Center at 1-877-ForGuide.

Downtown Clifton Forge (photo courtesy Wikimedia)

historic sights, museums, amaz-
ing cuisine, cultural experiences 
and exhilarating recreation will 
leave you breathless.  Go ahead 
- pamper yourself - visit us!

For more information please 
phone  1-877-ForGuide or visit 
our website at www.virginianatu 
rally.com

BLACKSBURG / 
CHRISTIANSBURG AREA

Coasting down the first big 
hill, the wind rushes past your 
face as you gain speed.  In the 
process you are reminded why 
you loved riding your bike so 
much as a child. 

After an exhilarating walk 
through pristine woods past pictur-
esque streams, you are awed by 
the sight of a magnificent waterfall 
that cascades down, forming a 
deep blue pool that beckons you 
to jump in.

If you find either one of these 
scenarios appealing, then you’ve 
come to the right place.  Mont-
gomery County is, indeed, a rec-
reational paradise.

For the biking enthusiast, 
the Huckleberry Trail is more 
than twelve miles of paved bik-
ing, walking, jogging and skating 
paths that run between Chris-
tiansburg and Blacksburg.  The 
trail gets heavy use year-round, 
and is full of sights such as old 
railway trestles, rock cliffs, and a 
heritage park.  Nearby is the New 

River Trail, which is 57 miles of 
the rails to trails system that turns 
former railroad routes into recre-
ational paths.  The trail is used for 
biking, hiking, walking and horse-
back riding and traverses the 
beautiful New River – the oldest 
river in the United States.  The 
New River is used by campers, 
canoeists and fishermen year- 
round, and is nationally recog-
nized for its outstanding fishing 
and clean clear water.

If you are looking for a more 
secluded hiking spot, the Appa-
lachian Trail encompasses more 
than four hundred miles of foot-
paths through the state of Virginia 
with three miles traversing Mont-
gomery County.  The trail winds 
through fourteen states in the 
eastern United States and offers 
backcountry camping with shel-
ters, hiking, bridges, incompa-
rable vistas and dazzling natural 
scenery.  If you prefer to drive to 
see long winding vistas, then the 
Blue Ridge Parkway is just the 
ticket.  Conceived in the 1930’s 
as a 470 mile link between the 
Shenandoah National Park and 
the Smoky Mountains National 
Park, the parkway offers historical 
sights, a winery, resorts, bed and 
breakfasts, as well as extensive 
hiking and camping choices. 

During the summer months 
you can jump right into nearby 
Claytor Lake.  The lake is twenty-
one miles long with more than 100 

Blue Ridge Parkway 
(photo courtesy Virginia Tourism Corporation www.virginia.org)

(276) 236-4022
The Perfect Mountain Getaway... 

Nestled in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains you will find the quiet, 

gentle setting that nurtures the 
New River Trail Cabin rentals.

Mention ad GTR41210 & receive 10% off two-night stay. 
Valid thru 12/31/11 except on a couple of dates.

info@newrivertrailcabins.com • www.newrivertrailcabins.com

New River Trail Cabins
307 Stockyard Road • Galax, Virginia 24333

Clifton Forge
The Buckhorne Country Store & Campground

(877) 301-3817

www.buckhorne.com • e-mail: mrayallen@yahoo.com

Peaceful Mountain Camping
Full Hook Ups 30 / 50 amps • Wi-Fi / Cable T.V. All Sites
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LURAY / PAGE COUNTY
Located less than two hours from 
the D. C. Metro area.

Anytime is a great time for a 
visit to Page County, in the heart 
of the Shenandoah Valley! We in-
vite you to take a look around at 
our part of the world.  We are a 
four-season vacation destination!

If you enjoy the outdoors, many 
activities await you including tub-
ing, canoeing, hiking, fi shing, and 
camping.  Explore our beautiful 
forests and countryside! 

Luray is home to the world 
famous Luray Caverns, the 
Shenandoah National Park, and 
the Shenandoah River. We are 

centrally located right in the won-
derful Shenandoah Valley. Page 
County is less than a 2 hour drive 
from the D.C. Metro area, making 
it the perfect place for a weekend 
get away, or a week’s vacation. 

We have lodging options to 
meet all of your needs. If you 
are looking for a rental cabin in 
the mountains or by the river, we 
have them!  If relaxing in a quaint 
Bed & Breakfast or an elegantly 
restored historic inn is more your 
style, then Luray / Page County, 
Virginia is the place for you. 

Page County and the towns of 
Luray, Stanley and Shenandoah 
all have a place in the history of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia and 
the formation of our great nation.

Several National Historic Land-
marks are found in the county, 
including the original courthouse, 
the 18th century Mauck Meet-
ing House, Stevens cottage in 
Shenandoah, a nineteenth century 
reminder of the county’s railroad 
heritage, and several homes dat-
ing from the mid-1700’s.  

Shenandoah National Park 
borders the county on the east and 
has 500 miles of hiking trails en-
compassing over 196,000 acres of 
land.  Luray is a central gateway 
to the 106-mile historic Skyline 
Drive, which offers magnifi cent 
panoramas to some two million 
visitors annually.

Experience for yourself this 
fabled land known to its earliest 
inhabitants as “Daughter of the 
Stars”.  Its history, natural beauty 
and hospitality truly offer you a 
visit you will never forget! 

Contact the Luray / Page 
County Visitor Information 
Center at (540) 743-3915 or 
(888) 743-3915, or visit our web-
site www.luraypage.com

ALLSTAR LODGING
Choose from over 125 unique 

Cabins, Cottages, or Bed & Break-
fasts.  Private locations sleep from 
2 - 22+ guests with 1 - 10 bed-
rooms and up to 12 baths.  Areas 
for social gatherings, meetings or 
weddings are also available.  

Perfect for a Honeymoon, Ro-
mantic Getaway, or Family Vaca-
tion or Retreat. Amenities include 
Private bedrooms with full-king 
size beds. Kitchens, Fireplace, Liv-
ing room, TV/VCR/DVD/Phone, 
Decks, Porches, Hot tubs and Ja-
cuzzi’s located in secluded wood-
ed areas or along the legendary 
Shenandoah River. 

All are near Luray, local attrac-
tions include Luray Caverns and 
Garden Maze, George Washington 
and Shenandoah National Forests, 
Skyline Drive, Shenandoah River 
State Park, Lake Arrowhead and 
much more.  Enjoy nearby activi-
ties including fi shing, hiking, biking, 
horseback riding, golf, canoeing, 
kayaking, tubing, antique shop-
ping, wildlife observation, restau-
rants, summer swimming and win-
ter skiing.  Escape the hectic city 
life.  Relax and enjoy each other’s 
company with beautiful views, and 
the peaceful surroundings that na-
ture has to offer.

Let us arrange your fun-fi lled 
vacation by adding local attrac-
tions like ATV, canoe, kayak, tube 
or jet ski rentals, fi shing and horse-
back riding.  

Other pre-arranged concierge 
services include private chef, in/out 
cabin massage, romantic fl owers, 
candles, cakes, truffl es and choco-
late covered strawberries.

For more information about All-
star Lodging, please call toll free 
(866) 780-7827 or go online at: 
www.allstarlodging.com

(see advertisement this page)

SHENANDOAH COUNTY
In the northern Shenandoah 
Valley, Shenandoah County is 
set against a backdrop of the 
beautiful Allegheny and Blue 
Ridge Mountains.

Our small towns are like a 
string of pearls along the Old Val-
ley Pike, Route 11.  These friendly 
towns, each one with its own his-
toric fl avor, are great places to 
stop for a look at small town life, 
beautiful architecture, unique 
shops and eateries.

History buffs will be fascinated 

Choose from 125+ Unique 
Shenandoah Valley Vacation 

Rentals, Cabins or B& B’s
Conveniently located near

Luray Caverns & Skyline Drive
Fireplaces, Hot Tubs, Jacuzzis,

Canoes, Fully Equipped Kitchens
1-10 bedrooms on the Shenandoah 
River or nestled in the mountains

near Luray for 1 to 22+ guests
Pet friendly

Only 90 mi. from Washington, DC
120 mi. from Richmond

Guest Services Available:  ATV / Jet 
Ski Rentals, Canoe / Kayak / Tube 
Rentals, Horseback Riding / River 

Float Fishing with Tackle & Bait, River 
Cruiser / Pontoon Boats, Floral / 

Candle Arrangements, Cakes / Specialty 
Chocolates, Hors D’oeuvres / Personal 

Chef, Massage / Gift  Baskets

ALLSTARLODGING@HOTMAIL.COM  WWW.ALLSTARLODGING.COM

(photos courtesy Allstar Lodging)

Mayne View Bed & Breakfast
439 Mechanic St. • Luray, Virginia 22835
540-743-7921 • www.mayneview.com

• Five Guest Rooms with TVs
• Private Baths/Showers 

• Fireplaces in Th ree Rooms
• Delicious, Complete Breakfast

• Spacious Front Porch
• 4-Person Hot Tub & Deck

• Complimentary Snacks & Beverages
• Family Friendly & Pet Friendly

http://www.travel-recreation.com
http://www.luraypage.com
http://www.allstarlodging.com
mailto:ALLSTARLODGING@HOTMAIL.COM
http://www.mayneview.com
http://WWW.ALLSTARLODGING.COM
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with our many museums.  Sam-
ple the local wines, enjoy world-
class golfing, or explore mysteri-
ous caverns.  The challenge of 
snow skiing in the wintertime or 
grass skiing in the summertime, 
and hiking are a sampling of the 
many outdoor activities.  Browse 
through the wonderful antique 
shops and unique gift shops.  
The music lover will enjoy the 
summer season of the Shenan-
doah Valley Music Festival.

Come visit and let us show you 
our natural beauty, great hotels, 
and friendly hospitality!

For more information, contact 
Shenandoah County Tourism at 
(540) 459-6227 or (888) 367-3960.  
You can also visit our website 
www.shenandoahtravel.org 

WINCHESTER / 
FREDERICK COUNTY

Scenic Winchester-Frederick 
County is nestled in the northern 
Shenandoah Valley and provides 
a wealth of beautiful architecture, 
historic sites, farm markets, the-
aters, and much more.  The area 
is home to outstanding Civil War 
events, children’s events, and the 
very popular Shenandoah Apple 
Blossom Festival, a treat for the 
entire family every spring.

For more information, please 
call the Winchester-Frederick 
County Convention & Visitors 
Bureau at (540) 542-1326 or visit 
www.visitwinchesterva.com

WILSON’S WILD 
ANIMAL PARK

Wilson’s Wild Animal Park is 
nestled in the Northern Shenando-
ah Valley, just minutes from Win-
chester.  The park is home to over 
200 mammals, birds, and reptiles, 
which represent more than 50 spe-
cies of wild animals from all over 
the world.

The park covers over 20 acres, 
many of which are naturally 
wooded.  Watch lions relaxing in 
the grass as Thomson’s Gazelle 

slow to learn military commands 
and maneuvers, were drilled.  On 
one occasion, the sorely tired drill 
sergeant became so exasper-
ated by the clumsy efforts of his 
troops and their failure to follow 
his command that he hit upon a 
phrase that all could understand 
and shouted, “front the Royal 
Oak!”  Among the spectators was 
a Mr. Forsythe who had been a 
professional soldier.  He was so 
amused by the offi cer’s coined or-
der that he and his friends found 

much sport in telling the story, 
repeating “front the Royal Oak” 
until Front Royal was the result-
ing derivation. 

Whether you are a resident or 
guest, stop by the Front Royal-
Warren County Visitor’s Center 
located in the old train station at 
414 East Main Street in historical 
downtown Front Royal. 

Call (540) 635-5788 or   
(800) 338-2576 for more in-
formation, or visit our website 
www.frontroyalva.com

and giant African tortoises graze 
nearby. Other exhibits include 
camels, ostrich, zebra, monkeys, 
parrots, baboons, antelope, and 
many more.

We allow feeding of the more 
gentle animals such as deer, 
sheep, and goats.  Our park is a 
great family destination - bring 
your children and allow them to 
feed the animals.  We also offer 
group discounts and accommoda-
tions.  Open April 15 - October 31.

For more information, please 
call us at (540) 662-5715 or visit 
www.wilsonswildanimalpark.com

(see advertisement this page)

FRONT ROYAL
Front Royal is located in Warren 
County 70 miles west of Washing-
ton, D.C., near the junction of I-66 
and I-81. The North and South 
Forks of the Shenandoah River 
join here to form the main stem of 
the Shenandoah River.

We invite you to come out 
and experience our small town 
charm.  While here you can 
explore historical sites, hike 
through the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains along the Appalachian Trail 
and paddle the tranquil waters 
of the Shenandoah.  Search for 
the perfect gift on Main Street in 
historic downtown, then take a 
break for a taste of Virginia wine 
and enjoy a meal at one of our 
delightful restaurants. 

The origin of the name “Front 
Royal” remains uncertain.  There 
are currently two versions as to its 
source of origin.  One being that, 
in early decades of European set-
tlement, the area was referred to 
in French as “le front royal,” mean-
ing the British frontier.  

However, the more colorful 
and legendary origin has it that 
during colonial days, a giant oak 
tree - the “Royal” Tree of England 
- stood in the public square where 
Chester and Main Streets now 
join.  It was there that the local 
militia, composed of raw recruits 

(540) 869-2222(540) 869-2222
www.dinosaurland.comwww.dinosaurland.com

Step into the Prehistoric Past!
3848 Stonewall Jackson Hwy.

White Post, VA 22663

Step into the Prehistoric Past!St i t th P hi t i P t!

(540) 662-5715
www.wilsonswildanimalpark.com

Wilson’s is currently home to a large variety of animals.
• Baby Llamas • Marmosets • Fallow Deer • Pygmy Goats • Aoudads • Emus 

• Blackbuck Antelope • Macaws • Kangaroos • Himalayan Bears • African Lions 
• Patas Monkeys • Ring Tail Lemurs • Ostrich & Rhea • Burmese Pythons 

• Thompson’s Gazelle • African Spur Thigh Tortoises • Camels…and many more!

Open Daily April 15 to October 31 • Reasonable Admissions, Group Rates Available 
(Exhibits Subject to Change)

985 W Parkins Mill Rd. • Winchester, VA 22602

(photo courtesy Wilson’s Wild Animal Park)

http://www.travel-recreation.com
http://www.shenandoahtravel.org
http://www.visitwinchesterva.com
http://www.frontroyalva.com
http://www.wilsonswildanimalpark.com
http://www.dinosaurland.com
http://www.wilsonswildanimalpark.com
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CENTRAL VIRGINIA

RICHMOND REGION…
EASY TO LOVE

Located in east central Virginia.
Residents and visitors to the 

Historic Richmond Region con-
tinue to call it easy to love.  Home 
to museums, breathtaking archi-
tecture and a vibrant arts com-
munity, the Region entertains 
and enlightens.  Historic buildings 
and world-class museums nestle 
next to new structures designed 
to harmonize with the past even 
as they defi ne the future.   Rich-
mond - fun, affordable and ac-
cessible - offers the benefi ts of a 
big city and the warmth of a small 
town.  There are trendy areas and 
endless pockets of discovery - all 
in a historic setting that reminds 
us of who we are as Americans.

Located on the James River 
fall line, Richmond was founded 
in 1607 by Captains Christopher 
Newport and John Smith of Jame-
stown fame.  Patrick Henry lit the 
fi res of revolution when he deliv-
ered his “…give me liberty or give 
me death…” speech at St. John’s 
Church in 1775.  You can still visit 
St. John’s, and during the summer 
enjoy the reenactments of Henry’s 
famous speech.

Richmond replaced Williams-
burg as capital of the Common-
wealth of Virginia in 1780. The 
State Capitol was designed by 
Thomas Jefferson and is one of 
the most visited sites in the city.

Visitors to the Richmond Re-
gion fi nd the traditions of history 
and culture alive today.  Historic 
homes and neighborhoods, Civil 
War and Revolutionary War sites 

and museums, gardens and na-
ture centers, science & art muse-
ums, sports teams and the James 
River offer a myriad of activities 
throughout the Region.  Com-
bined with excellent shopping and 
excellent dining, these attractions 
are enough to create several fun-
fi lled weekends.

The Richmond Region is 
rich in historic homes and fa-
mous folk.  Henricus Historical 
Park recreates the New World’s 
second successful English set-
tlement, the 1611 Citie of Henri-
cus. The John Marshall House, 
Edgar Allan Poe Museum, Mag-
gie Walker National Historic Site, 
Meadow Farm and Scotchtown 
all interpret the lives of distin-
guished people.

The Virginia Historical Society 
and Museum covers Virginia’s his-
tory from Native America to the 
present day.

If Civil War is an interest, be 
sure to visit the National Park Ser-
vice’s Civil War Visitor Center at 
Tredegar Iron Works.  The rang-
ers can direct you to surrounding 
battlefi elds as well as familiarize 
you with the impact the war had 
on Richmond.  

Once known as the Harlem 
of the South, the Jackson Ward 
neighborhood is home to a mu-
seum, the Maggie L. Walker Na-
tional Historic Site and a statue 
of Bill “Bojangles” Robinson, a 
tap dancer famously popular 
in the 1930s.  Every fall the 
neighborhood is hopping at the 
annual Second Street Festival 
with people, food, jazz, gospel 
music and a market.  The hands 
of time are turned back to the 
1920s-40s when the street was 
the heart of the Region’s African 
American community.

Richmond can also boast a 
splendid natural resource in the 
James River – one of the only ur-
ban settings for class III and class 
IV white water rapids as well as  
fi shing and canoeing.  For a more 
tranquil experience try bird watch-
ing at Dutch Gap Conservatory, 
or cycling on Belle Isle.  You may 
choose to spend time strolling 
along the historic Canal Walk con-
ceived by George Washington.  It 
winds 1.25 miles along the James 
River and takes you through his-
torical moments in Richmond’s 
history.  The restored canal offers 
boat rides and tours.

Sports fans have plenty to 
choose from year-round.  From 
Richmond RiverDogs hockey in 

the winter to Richmond Braves 
baseball in the summer, sports in 
Richmond run the gamut.  There’s 
the Richmond Kickers profession-
al soccer team and perhaps the 
most popular—NASCAR.  Rich-
mond International Raceway is 
the only track in the nation to hold 
both its NASCAR Sprint Cup rac-
es at night.

Richmond is also a great 
place to have a meal.  There are 
more than 400 restaurants to 
choose from.  Around the Region 
you can forgo the usual and expe-
rience a variety of ethnic cuisines 
and world-wide infl uences.  You 
could spend a weekend just sam-
pling food! 

The Region is very easy to love 
if you are a beer fan.  Several mi-
crobreweries serve excellent beer 
along with delicious food.  

Nightlife and performing arts 
are vibrant throughout the Region. 

Around every corner of the 
Historic Richmond Region 
there is a pocket of discovery like 
Hollywood Cemetery – where two 
U.S. presidents are buried along 
with many Confederate notables.  
Or Carytown, one of Richmond’s 
earliest shopping areas, now 
home to a wide range of eclectic 
shops and eateries.

Whatever your interests are, 
there is something for you to dis-
cover in the Historic Richmond 
Region.  For a complete listing 
of all the Region has to offer, call 
(888) RICHMOND for a free Visi-
tors Guide.  And visit soon to see 
for yourself why Richmond is 
easy to love.  Stop in the Rich-
mond Region Visitor Center at 
405 North 3rd Street or visit our 
website http://visit.richmond.com 
to learn about the variety of places 
to visit.

ROAD TO REVOLUTION 
HERITAGE TRAIL

Your family will enjoy explor-
ing the life and times of Patrick 
Henry, the Voice of the American 
Revolution, at the wonderful his-
toric sites in Virginia located on 
the Road to Revolution Heri-
tage Trail.  Your path will take 
you to the historic Richmond 
Region, beautiful Hanover Coun-
ty, to the campus of Hampden-
Sydney College, and to Red Hill, 
located in Charlotte County.  The 
trail can be explored in segments 
or as a whole.  

Please visit the website, www.
roadtorevolution.com for maps 
and information.

Quality Inn & Suites Ashland
810 England Street • I-95 & SR 54

Ashland, VA 23005

(804) 798-4231 • Fax (804) 798-9074
www.choicehotels.com/hotel/va337

Ship at Henricus Historical Park (photo courtesy Heather L. Hugues)

http://www.travel-recreation.com
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http://www.roadtorevolution.com
http://www.choicehotels.com/hotel/va337
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SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE

Smith Mountain Lake in Cen-
tral Virginia is an amazing region 
covering three counties, Bedford, 
Franklin and Pittsylvania.  People 
from all walks of life, nearby and 
from far away have found Smith 
Mountain Lake to be the ideal 
place for a short get-away or to  
‘set their anchor’ for a lifetime.  
With a clear glistening lake cov-
ering 500 miles of shoreline, four 
breathtaking seasons of color in 
a moderate climate, surrounded 
by the Blue Ridge Mountains and 
central to the metropolitan ar-
eas of Roanoke, Lynchburg and 
Martinsville, what’s not to love?  
Smith Mountain Lake provides 
the perfect setting for every in-
terest and lifestyle, be it wall-to-
wall activities or just plain quiet 
and relaxing.

Visitors to the area have so 
many options, they often return 
time and again to experience every 
adventure.   A warm welcome and 
genuine hospitality are just part 
of the ambiance of visiting Smith 
Mountain Lake.  A diverse se-
lection of dining options provides 
the ideal setting.  Choose from a 
casual lakeside burger and fries 
to an elegant candlelight dinner 
and there is a world of options in 
between.  Recreational opportuni-
ties come in all forms, shapes and 
sizes.  With fi ve golf courses, three 
miniature golf courses, hiking, bik-
ing, sailing, kayaking, wake board-
ing, incredible fi shing and all the 
other options, choosing between 
activities is the only dilemma. 

Those who relish history gravi-
tate to the area with the multitude 
of historical sites including the 
U.S. D-Day Memorial, Booker 
T. Washington National Monu-
ment and much more.  Civil War 
re-enactments are just some of 
the unique, interactive historical 
events offered.  Art lovers appreci-
ate the beauty and quality of shops 
and galleries throughout the area.  
Shoppers have an array of options 
with quaint gift shops, antiques, 
fashion, craft shops and great 
bargain outlets to choose from.  

Some folks are satisfi ed simply sit-
ting back and enjoying the glorious 
lake and mountain scenery this 
fabulous place has to offer.  

With the population at Smith 
Mountain Lake estimated at 
surpassing 25,000 and growing, 
it’s due in large part to the many 
vacationers who have decided to 
relocate permanently.  The sur-
roundings, its central location and 
a small town atmosphere make 
Smith Mountain Lake an excel-
lent place to raise a family, start a 
business, or retire.  See for your-
self!  View a video clip of Smith 
Mountain Lake and order a 
FREE Visitor Guide at: www.visit 
smithmountainlake.com or call 
(800) 676-8203.

TAPPAHANNOCK
Tappahannock is the oldest 

town in Essex County, Virginia.  
Located on the Rappahannock 
River, Tappahannock is the coun-
ty seat.  Its name comes from the 
Algonquian language word lappi-
hanne (also noted as toppehan-
nock), meaning “Town on the rise 
and fall of water” or “where the tide 
ebbs and fl ows.” 

In 1608 John Smith landed in 

Tapphannock but was driven back 
by the local Native American tribe.  
The town is older than Richmond, 
Fredricksburg, and Williamsburg 
and was established as a port for 
the surrounding counties.

EASTERN SHORE
CHESAPEAKE BAY
HAMPTON ROADS

EASTERN SHORE
Virginia’s 3,000 miles of coastline 
equals sunshine adventures for 
family vacations.

Virginia’s Eastern Shore is 
a unique destination for families 
seeking fun in the sun in a natu-
ral backdrop.  Home to several 
pristine beaches and wildlife pre-
serves, the Eastern Shore is a 
summertime delight.

At the southern tip of the East-
ern Shore is Kiptopeke State 
Park, a perfect place for families 
who love beaches, nature and 
camping.  Kiptopeke’s beachfront 
hugs nearly half a mile of the 
Chesapeake Bay.  The park of-

fers four miles of hiking trails and 
is the only Virginia state park to 
feature a yurt – a cross between a 
tent and a cabin.  

Cape Charles Beach is known 
for shallow Bay waters and no 
waves, ideal for families with small 
children.  Cape Charles is a quint-
essential Virginia small town, with 
B&Bs, restaurants and shops lin-
ing the main street.  It’s also just 
minutes away from the 1,200-acre 
Eastern Shore of Virginia National 
Wildlife Refuge, one of Virginia’s 
premier birding and wildlife sites.

Visit the Shore’s sister islands 
of Chincoteague and Assateague, 
at the northern tip of the penin-
sula to experience natural gems 
for wildlife and pure beach bliss.  
The National Wildlife Refuge in 
Chincoteague includes more than 
14,000 acres of beach, dunes, 
birds and wildlife.  The unspoiled 
scenery of Assateague is the 
perfect backdrop for gazing upon 
the island’s wild life.  In addition 
to an expansive, pristine beach, 
Assateague operates two visitor 

Call 1-800-676-8203 for a FREE visitor’s guide or go to:  
www.visitsmithmountainlake.com

Central Virginia’s Ultimate Year-Round  
Destination:  500 shoreline miles – 50 

Special Events, 23 Historical Attractions, 
11 Marinas, 5 Golf Courses, 2 National 

Monuments; Fish. Boat. Hike. Dine. 
Shop. Stay anytime.

SSS

(photo courtesy Smith Mountain Lake Chamber of Commerce)

VIRGINIA’S CHESAPEAKE BAY
Where the tides meet the sky and history romances hospitality
Chesapeake Bay B & B’s Inspected and Approved for Excellence by BBAV

Inns Located In:

www.chesapeakebaybnb.com
B & B Association of  Virginia, Chesapeake Bay

• Gloucester • Mathews • Susan 
• Deltaville • Hardyville • Urbanna 
• Churchview • Tappahannock 
• Kilmarnock • Reedville

http://www.travel-recreation.com
http://www.visit
http://www.visitsmithmountainlake.com
http://www.chesapeakebaybnb.com
http://www.visitsmithmountainlake.com
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centers and miles of hiking trails.  
One of the best hikes is up to the 
top of the Assateague lighthouse.  
Visit in July for the annual Pony 
Swim and Auction, where saltwa-
ter cowboys round up the ponies 
on Assateague and swim them 
across to Chincoteague.  Broaden 
the Chincoteague experience by 
enjoying delightful B&B’s, restau-
rants, shops, craft galleries and 
one-of-a-kind museums. Camp-
ing, crabbing, fi shing, kayaking, 
canoeing, hiking and bicycling add 
to the family bonding.

Families seeking an action-
packed beach experience will fi nd 
it at Virginia Beach.  The longest 
pleasure beach in the United 
States, it’s perfect for building 
sand castles, collecting sea shells 
or lounging under an umbrella.

Along Virginia Beach’s 3-mile 
oceanfront boardwalk, families can 
bike, roller blade or rent a tandem 
bike.  Fishermen big and small 
love the waters around Virginia 
Beach.   Many free, family-orient-
ed events take place along the 
boardwalk, such as concerts, festi-
vals and sporting events.  There is 
also Beach Street USA, featuring 
free entertainment along Atlantic 

Avenue with jugglers, mimes, jazz 
music and more - all adding to the 
excitement of Virginia Beach.

Not every Virginia Beach activ-
ity is fast paced.  There is also op-
portunity to gaze at beach wildlife 
at the 800-acre Back Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge and at First Land-
ing State Park, with outstanding 
hiking and biking trails for families 
with a passion for nature.

A trip to Virginia Beach isn’t 
complete without visiting the 
state’s largest aquarium.

Norfolk’s Ocean View Beach 
stretches continuously along eight 
miles of the Chesapeake Bay.  
The city’s beaches are wide with 
gentle surf, lifeguards in the sum-
mer, picnic pavilions and free park-
ing.  Norfolk’s Town Point Park 
overlooks the harbor and is the 
site for many events, such as the 
annual Harborfest every June, fea-
turing a fi ne array of tall ships.

Hampton is the birthplace of 
America’s space program and 
home to NASA Langley and Lan-
gley Air Force Base.  The Virginia 
Air & Space Center in Hampton is 
the visitor center for both sites, so 
families can mix fun and learning.  

What about the water?  Hamp-

great experience.
Visit us for a weekend and you’ll 

be tempted to stay for a lifetime.  A 
short drive from Washington DC or 
Richmond, yet a world away!

For more information, con-
tact the Mathews County Visi-
tor and Information Center at 
(804) 725-4BAY or visit www.
visitmathews.com online.

CHESAPEAKE
Nestled in the southeast corner of 
the commonwealth, Chesapeake 
is a “Gateway to Fun.”  

Come explore the Chesa-
peake’s bevy of attractions, spe-
cial events, golf, historical sites, 
winding waterways and lively 
parks.  And, while you’re here, let 
Chesapeake be your home base 
for adventures to the shores of 
neighboring Virginia Beach, trips 
back in time at Colonial Williams-
burg or to stroll the Outer Banks of 
North Carolina.

Easily accessible from major 
interstate highways, Chesapeake 
is the fi nal destination of a fun road 
trip, situated within a day’s drive or 
less from two-thirds of the coun-
try’s population.  Or, hop a fl ight 
into Norfolk International Airport, 
just 15 minutes from the heart of 
the city.  The city’s proximity to the 
best of the Hampton Roads region 
makes it an ideal spot to call home 
while traveling, a gateway to all the 
enticing amenities in the area.  

Chesapeake boasts a selec-
tion of unique recreational activi-
ties to entice outdoor enthusiasts, 
including the 763-acre Northwest 
River Park.  The park offers ca-
noeing, fi shing, birding, hiking 
and a popular Ropes & Initiatives 
course for group teambuilding.  
The park hosts themed nature 
hikes throughout the year, is a 
favorite among campers and also 
offers seasonal specialty program-
ming from stargazing to owl calling 
and fi ne arts to fl y-fi shing.  Chesa-
peake City Park is a 75-acre open 
space featuring the award-winning 
Fun Forest children’s playground, 
Chesapeake Skate Park for skate-
boarders and festival grounds 
which host the American Indian 
Festival and the Chesapeake Ju-
bilee each year.  The park’s out-
door Buddy G. Bagley stage also 
welcomes a variety of musical and 
family events year-round.

Water is an integral part of the 
Hampton Roads landscape, and 
Chesapeake is no exception.  The 
Great Dismal Swamp Canal, fi rst 
envisioned by George Washing-
ton, is the oldest operating artifi -
cial waterway in the country.  The 
canal functions as a portion of the 
Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway, 

bestvalueinnva.com • info@bestvalueinnva.com

6151 Maddox Boulevard
Chincoteague Island, VA 23336

(757) 336-6562 • (800) 699-6562
All Rooms Include Refrigerators, Microwaves, 

Hair Dryers, Iron/Ironing Board & Coffee Makers 
• Free Wireless Internet • Complimentary 
Continental Breakfast Easter-Labor Day 

• Mini Suites Include DVD Player

Award Winning Property 2 Years in a Row

ton has 12 deep-water marinas 
as well as Buckroe Beach, which 
offers eight acres of beach, a play-
ground, picnic shelters, a walking 
and bike path, a pet-friendly Bark 
Park and concert bandstand.  In 
the summer months, visitors can 
swing to the sounds of the Sunday 
night Groovin’ by the Bay concerts, 
or view an outdoor movie at the 
Tuesday night POMOCO Family 
Movie Series. Beach chair, um-
brella, kayak and paddlecraft rent-
als are available and parking is 
plentiful, making a visit to Buckroe 
Beach convenient and enjoyable.

Tales of imaginary catches 
are not necessary in Virginia.  
Fishermen revel in the variety 
of both freshwater and saltwater 
fish in the tributaries to the Ches-
apeake Bay and Atlantic Ocean.  
In the Northern Neck, which 
stretches between the Rappah-
annock and Potomac Rivers, five 
small public beaches run along 
the Potomac, such as Westmo-
reland State Park’s beach and 
Colonial Beach, the northern-
most beach and site of George 
Washington’s Birthplace.

Westmoreland State Park of-
fers many opportunities for family 
fun – an Olympic-sized swimming 
pool, launching ramp for power 
boats, campgrounds, cabins, 
fi shing pier, boat rentals and six 
miles of trails.  Fossil collectors 
enjoy hunting for shark teeth on 
the Potomac, and birding en-
thusiasts fi nd the park an excel-
lent site for spotting American 
bald eagles, ospreys, kingfi sh-
ers, great blue herons, common 
terns, green herons, gulls and 
wintering waterfowl.

To start making plans to live out 
passions for travel and family fun 
this summer along Virginia’s many 
beaches, visit www.virginia.org or 
call (800) 932-5827.

MATHEWS COUNTY
Lose yourself on our back 

roads and you always end up at 
the water’s edge.  Imagine a morn-
ing stroll along a solitary beach ac-
companied only by a skirting band 
of Sandpipers, or an evening kay-
ak amid golden colored marshes.

Mathews is Virginia’s second 
smallest county, with over two 
hundred miles of Chesapeake Bay 
shoreline and over twenty public 
water access points.  Rich in cen-
turies of maritime tradition, quiet 
country roads lead past stately 
historic homes to the river’s edge 
and a life of boating, fi shing, sailing 
and relaxation.  This is Mathews 
County.  Water adventures are 
the norm and art is abundant and 
spending the night is simply a 

Piping plover on the beach at Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge
 (photo courtesy US Fish & Wildlife Service)
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providing a vital waterborne path 
between Boston, Massachusetts, 
and Key West, Florida.  During the 
Antebellum Era, runaway slaves 
often hid in the Swamp which 
served as a north-south route on 
the Underground Railroad.  Offi -
cially recognized by the National 
Park Service as part of the nation-
al Underground Railroad Network 
to Freedom program, the water-
way also is listed on the National 
Registry of Historic Places.  

Complementing the canal and 
Great Dismal Swamp National 
Wildlife Refuge, a new Dismal 
Swamp Trail opened in May, 2006.  
The 8-mile trail system parallels 
the historic waterway and wel-
comes bikers, walkers, runners 
and equestrians on a spectacular 
journey through both lush land-
scape and rich history.

The newest addition to the 
city’s entertainment landscape 
is Towneplace at Greenbrier, a 
lifestyle destination center that 
features delectable restaurants, 
upscale retail shops and unique 
boutiques, accessible pedes-
trian walkways and a large out-
door plaza for al fresco dining 
and entertainment.

Savvy shoppers also won’t 
want to miss a cruise through the 
city’s Antique Alley.  The half-mile 
stretch of road is home to nearly 
a dozen antique and collectible 
shops and hosts auctions and fl ea 
markets year-round.

No matter what time of year 
you choose to visit, Chesa-
peake’s accessible location, bevy 
of special events and variety of 
activities are sure to please – just 
come see for yourself.

EASTVILLE VIRGINIA -
A TOUCH OF HISTORY
The charming historic town of 

Eastville is located on the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia, approximately 
15 miles north of the southern-
most tip of the Delmarva Penin-
sula.  Access to “city life” is gained 
by traveling across the 17 mile 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge, which 
connects the eastern shore to Vir-

ginia Beach, Virginia.  The total 
population of this town is a little 
over 200.  

Eastville is the county seat 
of Northampton County and has 
been for over three hundred years.  
The fame of this little town is that 
it holds the oldest continuous 
court records in the nation, dating 
from 1632.  Early court records 
were kept in clerk homes and 
have survived to this day.  They 
are preserved in the newly built 
courthouse and can be viewed 
by visitors.  Visitors are also able 
to partake of a “self-guided” tour 
of the Courthouse Green’s 1700 
buildings, the 1731 Courthouse, 
1770 Clerk’s Offi ce and the 1770. 
(Weekdays only) 

Court was fi rst held at this site 
in 1677 when the community was 
known as “the Hornes”, refer-
ring to its location between two 
branches of bayside creek.  “The 
Hornes” later became Peachburg 
Town and then Eastville.  The fi rst 
courthouse on this site was in use 
by 1690.

Another courthouse, a two story 
frame building with a fl oor of hard 
packed earth and a raised wood 
platform for the judges, was built 
in 1715.  The building now known 
as the old Courthouse was built in 
1731, of brick, laid in Flemish bond.  
The three-building old Courthouse 
complex has been designated as a 
Virginia Historic Site.

In Eastville you will fi nd histor-
ic homes, art galleries, a bed and 
breakfast, and the historic Eastville 
Inn.  The town is very photogenic 
with peaceful streets lined with old 
oak trees, Crape Myrtles, and a 
keen sense of pride in its history. 

Located in the heart of historic 
Eastville is the 285 year old Inn 
and is the only restaurant located 
in the town.   Chef Charles Thain 
offers a succulent menu fi lled with 
his seafood specialties and Ches-
apeake Bay favorites.   

Stay the night at the Windrush 
Holiday Bed & Breakfast.  Win-
drush offers visitors two options for 
lodging and accommodations and 
a wide variety of outdoor activities.  

There is something there for every 
member of the family.

A visit to Eastville is truly a 
step back in time.  To learn more, 
call the Northampton County 
Chamber at (757) 678-0010.

HAMPTON
Few cities claim the history and 

heritage that await you here in 
Hampton.  Our nearly 400-year-
old settlement can be enjoyed 
through an array of exciting at-
tractions.  There is never a short-
age of fun in Hampton Roads’ 
center attraction!

There are more than 100 
area attractions within minutes of 
Hampton.  Space-race artifacts, 
Chesapeake Bay cruises, giant 
ships, Civil War sites, and African-
American heritage landmarks are 
just a few of the treasures Hamp-
ton visitors can enjoy. You will fi nd 
Hampton’s award-winning attrac-
tions to be top-notch!  

We think you’ll fi nd our citizens 
to be warm and hospitable.  Our 
natural resources will beckon you 
to enjoy them to the fullest extent, 
whether you prefer water play at 
Buckroe Beach, paddling Hamp-
ton’s water trails, birding at Grand 

View Nature Preserve, or casting 
a line to catch the “big one” in the 
Chesapeake Bay.

The surrounding area at-
tractions include Colonial Wil-
liamsburg, the Virginia Beach 
oceanfront, Busch Gardens Wil-
liamsburg, the world’s largest na-
val installation Norfolk Naval Base, 
water sports on the Chesapeake 
Bay, and lots of others!  Our region 
is rich in colonial, Civil War, African 
American and aviation history!

 New restaurants, new shops, 
new adventures . . . all await you 
here in Hampton.  Hampton, Vir-
ginia  -- “In the Center of it all!”

For more information, visit the 
Hampton Convention & Visitors 
Bureau online at www.hampton 
cvb.com

HISTORY OF 
FORT MONROE

When the United States en-
tered the War of 1812 against 
Great Britain, the young nation 
soon found that its old systems 
of defense were inadequate to 
protect its coasts and port cities.  
The capture and burning of Wash-
ington, D.C. in 1814 was a hard 
lesson.  But from that experience 

Hours:Hours:
10:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.10:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
seven days per weekseven days per week

Gift Shop • Free Admission • Handicap Accessible

20 Bernard Road
Fort Monroe, VA 23651

757-788-3391
See Black Hawk’s peace pipe, Civil 

War exhibits, a scale model railroad & 
Confederate President Jeff erson 

Davis’ prison cell.  Explore the history 
of Coast Artillery Corps.  Guided 
tours for groups of 10 or more are 

available with a two-week notice.  

GET CENTERED

• More than 700 businesses, unique & national favorites• More than 700 businesses, unique & national favorites
• Home of Peninsula Town Center• Home of Peninsula Town Center

• Dine in more than 70 establishments • Dine in more than 70 establishments 
• Home of Hampton Roads Convention Center & Hampton Coliseum• Home of Hampton Roads Convention Center & Hampton Coliseum

www.coliseumcentral.comwww.coliseumcentral.com • (757) 826-6351 

Harbor Front, Hampton (photo courtesy Hampton Convention & Visitors Bureau)
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Lake Maury, Newport News (photo courtesy Tony Alter)

grew a new system of coastal de-
fenses, of which the fi rst and larg-
est was Fort Monroe.

Fort Monroe’s original mis-
sion was to protect the entrance 
to Hampton Roads and the sev-
eral port cities that had access 
to its waters.  The fort accom-
plished this mission by mounting 
an impressive complement of the 
most powerful artillery of the time, 
32-pounder guns with a range 
of over one mile.  This was just 
enough range to cover the main 
shipping channel into the area.  In 
1824, the fort received another im-
portant mission when it was cho-
sen as the site for the Army’s new 
Artillery School of Practice.

During the Civil War, Fort Mon-
roe was quickly reinforced so that 

tains to this day.  Since World War 
II the major headquarters that have 
been stationed here have all been 
responsible for training soldiers 
for war.  Since 1973 Fort Monroe 
has been home to the Training And 
Doctrine Command, which com-
bines the training of soldiers with 
the development of operational 
doctrine and the development and 
procurement of new weapons sys-
tems.  Fort Monroe continues to 
have an important effect on the 
history of our nation and the Army.

NEWPORT NEWS
Since 1930, The Mariners’ 

Museum in Newport News has 
celebrated the spirit of seafaring 
adventure with an international 
collection of handcrafted ship 
models, scrimshaw, fi gureheads, 
paintings, working steam engines 
and vintage small craft.  The new 
USS Monitor Center is home to 
the priceless artifacts recovered 
from the historic ship and a world-
wide resource for exhibitions, 
conservation, research, and edu-
cation related to the Monitor and 
the larger story of the naval his-
tory of the Civil War.  The Monitor 
Center is a collaboration between 
the Museum and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration (NOAA).

In 1987, The Mariners’ Muse-
um was designated by NOAA as 
the custodian of the artifacts and 
archives of the Civil War ironclad. 
The Mariners’ Museum is uniquely 
qualifi ed to conserve the historic 
vessel and tell the story of her epic 
battle in nearby Hampton Roads.

The Mariners’ Museum addi-
tionally features the museum fi lm 
Mariner.  Visitors are encouraged 
to stroll through the 550-acre Mari-
ners’ Museum Park and explore 
the fi ve-mile Noland Trail, com-
plete with 14 bridges and several 
scenic overlooks.

A fascinating age of military 
history unfolds in the galleries of 
the War Memorial Museum of Vir-
ginia, where more than 50,000 ar-
tifacts document America’s wars 
from 1775 to the present.  The 
museum also houses one of the 
nation’s largest collections of mili-
tary posters.

The Newsome House and Cul-

tural Center, a restored 1899 Victo-
rian landmark, was once the home 
of Joseph Thomas Newsome, a 
respected Newport News busi-
ness leader.  For years, his elegant 
Queen Anne residence served as 
the hub of the local black commu-
nity from which Newsome led the 
fi ght for social justice within the 
commonwealth.  Today, visitors 
can learn more of this fascinating 
history by touring the museum and 
cultural center.

The Virginia Living Museum is 
a spectacular combination of na-
tive wildlife park, science muse-
um, aquarium, botanical preserve 
and planetarium - all in one beau-
tiful setting.  Carefully protected 
natural environments for living 
animals and plants create an ex-
citing opportunity for visitors to 
explore plant and animal life na-
tive to America’s eastern Coastal 
Plains Region.

NORFOLK
Long known for its spectacular 

seaport and celebrated waterfront, 
Norfolk also offers a host of ex-
citing attractions that are diverse 
and dry.  The city of Norfolk is 
alive with hundreds of activities 
and destinations for vacationers 
looking to explore further than the 
fabulous Norfolk waterfront.

Norfolk offers more than 80 
unique, chef-owned restaurants 
that are bursting with individual-
ity and fl avor.  Likewise, the late 
night excitement makes this the 
region’s mecca for nightlife.  The 
city celebrates all night long with 
live entertainment and hot spots 
like the hip Ghent district and 
along Granby Street, which offer 
live music and dancing.

Norfolk is a picturesque place 
to stay and play while exploring 
the great outdoors.  Visit one of 
the East Coast’s largest collec-
tions of roses, azaleas, camellias 
and rhododendrons or see the 
animals at the zoo.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is 
the pride of Norfolk as the oldest 
building and only structure to sur-
vive the British destruction of the 
city on New Year’s Day, 1776.  A 
cannonball fi red into the church 
still remains lodged in the wall 
today.  Built in 1739, the church 

it would not fall to Confederate 
forces.  In cooperation with the 
Navy, troops from Fort Monroe 
extended Union control along the 
coasts of the Carolinas.  

By World War II Fort Monroe 
served as headquarters for an 
impressive array of coast artillery 
guns ranging from 3-inch rapid fi re 
guns to 16-inch guns capable of 
fi ring a 2,000 pound projectile 25 
miles.  In addition, the Army con-
trolled submarine barriers and un-
derwater mine fi elds.  But this vast 
array of armaments was all made 
obsolete by the development of 
the long-range bomber and the 
aircraft carrier.

After the operational armament 
was removed, Fort Monroe re-
ceived a mission that it still main-

Newport News
I-64 Exit 255A

11845 Jeff erson Avenue
Newport News, VA 23606-1934

(757) 599-3237
Fax: (757) 599-0434

www.choicehotels.com

Lake Wright
6280 Northampton Blvd.

Norfolk, VA 23502
(757) 461-1133
(800) 228-5157

www.sleepinn.com/hotel/VA059

201 North St. • Portsmouth, VA 23704
(757) 391 0157 • Fax: (757) 391-9290

weisspatriot@aol.com • www.bbonline.com/va/patriot

The Patriot Inn 
Bed & Breakfast
Portsmouth, Virginia

Take a step back in time to a 1784 
Colonial home offering 
all the luxuries of today!
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SURRY COUNTY
Located on the banks of the 
James River. 

While here you can take the fer-
ry boat connecting Surry County 
to historic Jamestown or visit the 
Chippokes Farm and Forestry 
Museum located at Chippokes 
Plantation State Park one of the 
oldest working farms in the United 
States.  Recreational activities in-
clude fi shing, boating and sailing, 
camping and hiking.  While here 
visit the towns of Cabin Point, Cla-
remont, Dendron, Elberon, Scot-
land, Spring Grove and Surry. 

For more information go to 
www.toursurryva.com

VIRGINIA BEACH
Get up at dawn and watch the 

sun splash its golden colors over 
the early morning sky.  Or stay 
up late and entice your date for 
a romantic stroll along the moon-
lit beach.  You defi ne your dream 
vacation – that’s the mystique 
of Virginia Beach. If you care 
for suggestions – well, we’ve got 
plenty of them!  In Virginia Beach, 
the Aquarium and museums are 
intriguing, while the attractions are 
as appealing as the sunny beach-
es.  Virginia Beach beckons you 
to “live the life!”

Climb into the past with a visit 
to the original Cape Henry Light-

has never been out of commis-
sion and features Tiffany stained 
glass windows and a tree-lined 
cemetery with 17th, 18th and 19th 
century tombstones.  Visitors can 
explore the church and attend 
daily services.

Norfolk is one of America’s 
great walking cities and is best 
enjoyed when experienced on 
foot.  The city is also easily ac-
cessible by ferry/water taxi, the 
city’s complimentary electric bus 
service, F.R.E.D. (free ride every 
day), light rail system “The Tide” 
slated to open in 2011, sailing or 
motor coach, however most visi-
tors tend to stroll through the city 
streets exploring the ins and outs 
of Norfolk at their own pace.  Not 
to be missed: Windows on History 
is a series of display windows de-
picting four centuries of historic 
people, places and events.  The 
Cannonball Trail is a walk-it-your-
self tour through downtown his-
toric Norfolk which connects the 
historic sites through storytelling.  
Visitors listen to stories about 
each site in order to form their 
own interpretation of Norfolk’s 
rich and multi-faceted history.

Norfolk is a town rich with 
military history and tradition.  An 
American fort since 1794, Histor-
ic Fort Norfolk has been called 
the best-preserved War of 1812 
location in America.  During 
the Civil War it changed hands 
twice.  The four-acre bastion of 
history still keeps watch over 
one of the world’s busiest har-
bors.  The Fort now offers Civil 
War and War of 1812 reenact-
ments on special occasions to 
entertain crowds of visitors.

The Armed Forces Memorial is 
tucked into the southeastern cor-
ner of Town Point Park and is situ-
ated on the Elizabeth River, con-
nected to the park by two bridges.  

Norfolk is part of the Virginia 
Civil War Trails program, which 
links Civil War sites throughout 
the Commonwealth.  Visitors can 
trace Norfolk’s Civil War heritage 
by taking the Civil War Trail around 
the city.  Sites include Fort Norfolk, 
the historic Freemason District and 
the Black Civil War Memorial – the 
South’s only commemoration of 
black Union troops.

Spectators and golfers have 
their pick of courses in Norfolk.

The Norfolk Admirals are a 
professional American Hockey 
League team that provides hours 
of thrills and excitement for local 
and visiting fans.  Norfolk Scope 
houses the team when they hit the 
ice to take on professional hockey 
teams from across the country.

The Norfolk Tides is the AAA af-
fi liate of the Baltimore Orioles. The 
award-winning Harbor Park, home 
of the Norfolk Tides, provides a 
great view of the action from any 
seat. More than 70 former Tides 
now play for the major leagues.

For more information about 
Norfolk, please contact VisitNor-
folk at (757) 664-6620 or toll free 
(800) 368-3097.  Visit our website 
at www.visitnorfolktoday.com

CHIPPOKES FARM & 
FORESTRY MUSEUM

Life on the Early American farm 
was not always easy but it was 
where Americans got their start 
and opportunity to be free land 
owners, raise their crops and fami-
lies.  Because of farmers we saw 
early inventions such as cotton 
gins and corn shellers, grinders 
and planters.  The museum has 
these antiques and so much more 
on display.  Agriculture has always 
been an economic engine for Vir-
ginia and here at Chippokes we 
tell the story from the perspective 
of the farmer and forester.

We have antique tractors and 
even an early 1900’s working saw 
mill.  During special events and 
program throughout the year we 
start up some of these antiques 
so our visitors can watch them in 
action.  We offer loads of special 
educational programs for students 
and scouts as well.

Farm animals, demonstration 
gardens and crop fields help to 
complete the picture of “life on 
the farm.”

The annual Steam & Gas Festi-
val held the weekend after Memo-
rial Day offers live Country, Blue 
Grass and Gospel music, heritage 
artisans, a petting zoo, tractor 
pulls and much more.  There is en-
tertainment, fun and food all week-
end long for the whole family.

(see advertisement this page)

Lake Wright
6280 Northampton Blvd.

Norfolk, VA 23502 
(757) 461-6251
(800) 228-5157

www.qualityinn.com/hotel/VA055

Weekend After 
 Memorial Day

(photo courtesy Chippokes Farm & Forestry Museum)
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house.  Dating to 1791, it’s the 
oldest government-built lighthouse 
in America.  Once you reach the 
summit, enjoy a panoramic view 
of the Atlantic Ocean and the 
Chesapeake Bay – the same view 
once seen by ship watchers more 
than 200 years ago.  Located on 
the Fort Story military base, the 
original Cape Henry Lighthouse 
is open to the public.  Across the 
road, you’ll fi nd the new Cape 

Henry Lighthouse.  Built in 1881, 
it’s the tallest iron-encased light-
house in the country, and is oper-
ated by the U.S. Coast Guard.  

Embark on a fantastic swash-
buckling pirate adventure or step 
back in time at a museum.

Stroll up the Boardwalk to dis-
cover another treasure - the At-
lantic Wildfowl Heritage Museum 
on Atlantic Avenue.  Located in 
the historically registered DeWitt 

cottage built in 1895, the Atlantic 
Wildfowl Heritage Museum dis-
plays art and artifacts document-
ing migratory wildfowl that pass 
through Eastern Virginia.  Exhib-
its of wildfowl and shorebird carv-
ings trace the evolution of this 
unique American art form.  Enjoy 
on-site wood-carving demonstra-
tions, decoys dating from historic 
times to present day and a collec-
tion of exhibits covering the his-
tory of Virginia Beach.

For a peek into the lives of Vir-
ginia Beach’s earliest residents, 
visitors may enter a number of 
historic homes located through-
out the city: the Adam Thorough-
good House (circa 1680) stands 
on land that was part of the origi-
nal land grant.  Other historic 
homes still standing in Virginia 
Beach were constructed later in 
the colonial period such as the 
Lynnhaven House (1725), the 
Ferry Plantation House (1740) 
and the Francis Land House 
(late 1700s).  All homes are open 
to the public for tours and host 
special interpretative programs 
throughout the year.

One of southeastern Virginia’s 
leading art institutions, CACV’s 
mission is to teach visitors about 
contemporary art through regu-
larly scheduled changing exhib-
its, studio art classes, and spe-
cial events.  

With more than 18,000 acres 
of state parks and national wildlife 
refuges, certain areas in Virginia 
Beach remain almost identical 
to what the fi rst English settlers 
viewed when they set foot on 
North American soil.  First Landing 
State Park, the most visited state 
park in Virginia, contains 2,700 
acres of protected salt marsh 
habitat, bay and dune maritime 
forests and freshwater ponds.  A 
registered Natural Landmark, it 
fronts the Chesapeake Bay. Back 
Bay National Wildlife Refuge, an 
8,500-acre plot is made up of 
barrier islands, dunes, freshwater 
marshes, maritime forests, ponds 
and ocean beaches.  Sharing a 
border is the 4,321-acre False 
Cape State Park, featuring six 
miles of unspoiled beaches in an 
ocean-to-freshwater bay habitat.  
Both Back Bay and False Cape 

are home to wild horses, feral 
pigs, loggerhead turtles, Ameri-
can bald eagles and a large vari-
ety of migratory birds and endan-
gered species.  Additionally, the 
2,907-acre North Landing River 
Natural Area Preserve, owned 
and operated by the Nature Con-
servancy, is one of the largest 
and most signifi cant nature pre-
serves in the state.

To learn more about Virginia 
Beach, please visit us online at 
www.vbfun.com

VISIT THE VIRGINIA 
AQUARIUM

Explore the ocean depths at 
the Virginia Aquarium & Marine 
Science Center, the state’s larg-
est aquarium and one of the most-
visited in the nation.  Featuring 
over 800,000 gallons of aquariums 
and live animal habitats, as well as 
an IMAX® 3D Theater, the Virginia 
Aquarium is an authority on the 
Commonwealth’s various aquatic 
and marine environments.  Harbor 
seals, sea turtles, sharks, rays, riv-
er otters and an outdoor aviary will 
teach visitors all about the wildlife 
that calls Virginia Beach home.

The Aquarium’s new $25 mil-
lion renovation, which includes the 
permanent exhibit Restless Plan-
et, is home to 6,000 new animals 
and 367 new species including 
Komodo dragons, Tomistomas, 
Egyptian cobras and spotted eagle 
rays.  Restless Planet features four 
habitats from around the world that 
existed in Virginia millions of years 
ago including a Malaysian Peat 
Swamp, a Coastal Sahara Des-
ert, the Red Sea, and Indonesia’s 
Flores Island.  The habitats recre-
ate the look and feel of those envi-
ronments, and  showcase  modern 
animals that adapted to those en-
vironments across the globe.

A visit to the Virginia Aquarium 
will educate and inspire you with 
the world you  inhabit while gener-

Virginia Beach
Econo Lodge Oceanfront

2109 Atlantic Ave.
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

(757) 428-2403
Fax: (757) 422-2530

www.econolodge.com/hotel-virginia_beach-virginia-VA051

Red Sea Habitat (photo courtesy Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center)
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http://www.virginiaaquarium.com
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ating awareness of the conserva-
tion challenges we face.  For more 
information on Restless Planet or 
the Virginia Aquarium, visit www.
virginiaaquarium.com.

(see ad previous page)

WILLIAMSBURG
No where does 400+ years of 

American heritage come to life 
more vividly than in the Williams-
burg area of Virginia.  Visitors can 
explore America’s 1607 colonial 
beginnings at Jamestown, then 
experience life on the eve of the 
American Revolution at Colonial 
Williamsburg, Virginia’s recon-
structed 18th-century capital.  
From 1699 through the Revolu-
tion, this diverse city served as 
a powerful center of commerce, 
culture, and politics.  Authentically 
restored, Colonial Williamsburg 
and its historical interpreters, 
tradespeople, interactive programs 
and Revolutionary City street the-
ater put you in the center of our na-
tion’s struggle toward democracy 
and independence.  A short drive 
away is Yorktown, where the de-

cisive battle of the Revolutionary 
War was won.

The charm of Old World Eu-
rope blends with the excitement 
of 21st century technology, thrill 
rides and family entertainment 
at nearby Busch Gardens Wil-
liamsburg, voted the world’s most 
beautiful theme park for 20 con-
secutive years.  

The Historic Triangle of Wil-
liamsburg/Jamestown/Yorktown 
also offers some of the nation’s 
most scenic parks, byways, nature 
trails and waterways for enjoying 
a wide range of outdoor activities, 
including  boating, canoeing, and 
kayaking; birding and fi shing; cy-
cling and trail biking; horseback 
riding; walking and hiking.  The 
area is also home to more than 14 
award-winning golf courses, sev-
eral of which are surrounded by 
Audubon sanctuaries. 

A favorite shopping spot, the 
area offers everything from an-
tiques, artisans and quality repro-
ductions to great contemporary 
bargains.  Williamsburg Premium 
Outlets and Williamsburg Outlet 

Carrollton
Econo Lodge Benns Church

20080 Brewer’s Neck Blvd.
Carrollton, VA 23314

(757) 357-9057
Fax: (757) 365-4108

www.choicehotels.com

Kayak Tours & Instruction
Half Day, Full Day, Multi-Day
3636 Virginia Beach Blvd. #108

Virginia Beach, VA 23452
(757) 431-8566 

Toll Free: (877) 431-8566
kayak@wildriveroutfi tters.com • www.wildriveroutfi tters.com

Yorktown’s Riverwalk Landing 
(photo courtesy Greater Williamsburg Chamber & Tourism Alliance)

Mall provide savings of up to 70% 
at more than 160 designer- and 
brand-name outlet shops.  The 
Williamsburg Pottery Factory is a 
100+ acre bonanza with factory 
outlets, unique baskets, pottery, 
housewares, custom framing, 

gardening items, Virginia and in-
ternational foodstuffs and wines of 
every  variety.

For more information, visit the 
Greater Williamsburg Chamber 
& Tourism Alliance at www.ex 
plorewilliamsburg.com

WESTERN
Breaks Interstate Park ......................................................(276) 865-4413
Buffalo Mountain Natural Area Preserve ..........................(276) 676-5673
Claytor Lake State Park....................................................(540) 643-2500
Douthat State Park ...........................................................(540) 862-8100
Grayson Highlands State Park .........................................(276) 579-7092
Goshen Pass Natural Area Preserve................................(540) 265-5234
Hungry Mother State Park ................................................(276) 781-7400
Natural Tunnel State Park ................................................(276) 940-2674
New River Trail State Park ...............................................(276) 699-6778
Pinnacle Natural Area Preserve .......................................(276) 676-5673
Poor Mountain Natural Area Preserve ..............................(540) 265-5234
Shot Tower Historical State Park ......................................(276) 699-1791 
Southwest Virginia Museum State Park ...........................(276) 523-1322
Wilderness Road State Park ............................................(276) 445-3065

CENTRAL / NORTHERN
Bear Creek Lake State Park .............................................(804) 492-4410
Bull Run Mountains Natural Area Preserve ......................(540) 265-5234
Fairy Stone State Park .....................................................(276) 930-2424
Holliday Lake State Park ..................................................(434) 248-6308
James River State Park ....................................................(434) 933-4355
Lake Anna State Park .......................................................(540) 854-5503
Leesylvania State Park .....................................................(703) 730-8205
Occoneechee State Park..................................................(434) 374-2210
Sailor’s Creek Battlefi eld State Park.................................(434) 315-0349

Shenandoah River State Park ..........................................(540) 622-6840 
Sky Meadows State Park .................................................(540) 592-3556
Smith Mountain Lake State Park ......................................(540) 297-6066
Staunton River Battlefi eld State Park ...............................(434) 454-4312
Staunton River State Park ................................................(434) 572-4623
Twin Lakes State Park ......................................................(434) 392-3435

EASTERN
Belle Isle State Park .........................................................(804) 462-5030
Bethel Beach Natural Area Preserve ................................(804) 225-2303
Bush Mill Stream Natural Area Preserve ..........................(804) 225-2303
Caledon Natural Area .......................................................(540) 663-3861
Chippokes Plantation State Park ......................................(757) 294-3439
Chub Sandhill Natural Area Preserve ...............................(757) 925-2318
Cumberland Marsh Natural Area Preserve.......................(804) 225-2303
Dameron Marsh Natural Area Preserve ...........................(804) 225-2303
False Cape State Park .....................................................(757) 426-7128
First Landing State Park ...................................................(757) 412-2300
Hickory Hollow Natural Area Preserve .............................(804) 225-2303
Hughlett Point Natural Area Preserve...............................(804) 225-2303
Kiptopeke State Park ........................................................(757) 331-2267
Mason Neck State Park ....................................................(703) 339-2385
New Point Comfort Natural Area Preserve .......................(804) 225-2303
Westmoreland State Park .................................................(804) 493-8821
York River State Park .......................................................(757) 566-3036
For more information, visit www.dcr.virginia.gov or call 1-800-933-PARK

http://www.travel-recreation.com
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JANUARY
CHINCOTEAGUE – Polar Pony Plunge
FORT SHENANDOAH – Annual Snowball Skirmish
NEWPORT NEWS – Bird Walks
RICHMOND – Capital City Kwanzaa Festival
 Virginia Boat Show

FEBRUARY
CHESAPEAKE – Valentine’s Day Wine Tasting
CHINCOTEAGUE – Death By Chocolate
NEWPORT NEWS – Bird Walks
RICHMOND – Maymont Flower and Garden Show
 Valentine’s Day Dance
WILLIAMSBURG – Civil War Programs @ Colonial 
  Williamsburg (19-21)
 “From Africa to Virginia” @ Jamestown 
  Settlement (1-28)

MARCH
CHESAPEAKE – Chesapeake Poetry Festival
NEWPORT NEWS – Bird Walks
RICHMOND – Chesapeake Bay Day
 Craftsmen’s Classic Arts and Crafts Festival
WILLIAMSBURG – Military Through the Ages @ 
  Jamestown Settlement (19-20)

APRIL
CAPE CHARLES – Blessing of the Fleet
 Low Country Shrimp Boil
CHESAPEAKE – Chesapeake Art Show
 Chesapeake Senior Games
 Great Dismal Swamp Stomp Half Marathon 
CHINCOTEAGUE – 2nd Saturday Art Stroll
 Daffodil Festival
 Eastern Shore House and Garden Tour
 Lighthouse Tours
 Spring Craft Show
CHIPPOKES FORESTRY MUSEUM 
 Fancy Fiber Fiesta (9)
RICHMOND – Historic Garden Week in Virginia
 Running of the Strawberry Hill Races
 Ukrop’s Monument Avenue 10K Run/Walk
VIRGINIA BEACH 
 Cruisin’ Virginia Beach Car Show
 Gospelfest
 Virginia Beer Festival
WARREN COUNTY – Redbud Festival 
WILLIAMSBURG – Garden Month
WINCHESTER
 Carl Frye Memorial Open Tournament
 Historic Garden Week

MAY
CAPE CHARLES – Black Drum World 
  Championship Fishing Tournament
CHESAPEAKE – Arts Festival
 BBQ Cook-Off
 Chesapeake Jubilee
 Shrimp Feast
CHINCOTEAGUE – 2nd Saturday Art Stroll
 Blessing Of The Fleet
 International Migratory Bird Celebration
 Lighthouse Tours
 Seafood Festival
FORT SHENANDOAH 
 Spring Nationals Skirmish Competition 
FRONT ROYAL – Wine & Craft Festival  
NORFOLK – AFR’AM Fest
 Greek Festival
 Stockley Gardens Spring Arts Festival
 Virginia Beer Festival
 Virginia Wine Festival
REEDVILLE – Blessing of the Fleet
RICHMOND – Arts in the Park
 Hanover County Heritage Day
 Henrico Open
 NASCAR Weekend 
 Rose Society Show 
URBANNA – Art on the Half Shell
VIRGINIA BEACH – Atlantic Coast Kite Festival
 Caribbean Music Festival
 Monsters on the Beach

 Pungo Strawberry Festival
 Virginia Wine Festival
 World Music Drum Festival
WILLIAMSBURG – Jamestown Day (14)
 Pedal the Parkway (7)
 Run for the Dream 1/2 Marathon (21-22)
WINCHESTER – Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival

JUNE
BLACKSBURG – Junteenth
CHESAPEAKE – American Indian Festival
 Juneteenth Festival
CHINCOTEAGUE – 2nd Saturday Art Stroll
 Bluegrass Concert
 Lighthouse Tours
CHIPPOKES FORESTRY MUSEUM 
 Steam & Gas Engine Farm Festival (4-5)
HAMPTON – Blackbeard Festival
MANASSAS – Heritage Railway Festival
 Wine and Jazz Festival
MIDDLETOWN – Down in the Valley Re-Enactment 
 Jazz Festival
PORTSMOUTH – Cock Island Race
REEDVILLE – Bluefi sh Derby
RICHMOND – Ashland Strawberry Faire
 Batteau River Festival
 Indy Racing League Weekend
 Juneteenth, an Emancipation Commemoration
VIRGINIA BEACH – Blackbeard Pirate Festival
 Boardwalk Art Show & Festival
 Latin Fest
  

JULY
ABINGDON – Fourth in the Park (4)
BLACKSBURG – Independence Day Celebration (4)  
CHESAPEAKE – Open Horseshoe Tournament
CHINCOTEAGUE – 2nd Saturday Art Stroll
 Chincoteague Island Blueberry Festival
 Lighthouse Tours
 Old-Fashioned Fireworks Display (4)
 Pony Swim & Auction
 Volunteer Fireman’s Carnival
CHIPPOKES – Pork, Peanut & Pine Festival
FRONT ROYAL – Third Thursday ArtWalk
 Volunteer Fire Department Carnival 
FORT SHENANDOAH – Annual Veteran’s Skirmish
MANASSAS 
 Anniversary of the Battle of First Manassas
 Celebrate America (4)
 Friday Night Movies
 SummerSounds Concerts
MIDDLETOWN – 4th of July Parade
NEWPORT NEWS – 4th of July Stars in the Sky (4)
NORFOLK – Bayou Boogaloo & Cajun Food Festival
 Great American 4th of July Picnic & Fireworks (4)
 Harborfest
 Norfolk Jazz Festival
RICHMOND – 4th of July Extravaganza
 Dogwood Dell Festival
 Hanover Tomato Festival
 Musical Mondays at Maymont
VIRGINIA BEACH – Chalk the Walk ARTsplosion
 Family Fest
 Mid-Atlantic Hermit Crab Challenge
 Stars & Stripes Explosion (4)
WILLIAMSBURG 
 Boom’n July @ Busch Gardens (2-4)
 Colonial Williamsburg Historic Area Fireworks (4)
WINCHESTER – Frederick County Fair
 Jim Barnett Park Fireworks Display

AUGUST
ABINGDON – Abingdon Spirit Tour (Saturdays)
 Virginia Highlands Festival 
BLACKSBURG – Gobblerfest
 Steppin’ Out
CHESAPEAKE – Criterium Bicycle Race
CHINCOTEAGUE – 2nd Saturday Art Stroll
 Lighthouse Tours
FRONT ROYAL – Third Thursday ArtWalk
 Warren County Fair
HAMPTON – Hampton Cup Regatta

MANASSAS – African-American Heritage Festival
 Anniversary of the Battle of Second Manassas
 Friday Night Movies
 Prince William County Fair
 SummerSounds Concerts
MIDDLETOWN
 Fruit Market Peach & Millinery Festival
NEWPORT NEWS 
 Family Films by the Fountain (Saturdays)
NORFOLK – Latino Music Festival
PORTSMOUTH – Seawall Art Show
RICHMOND – Carytown Watermelon Festival
 Chesterfi eld County Fair
 Down Home Family Reunion
 Virginia Food Festival
VIRGINIA BEACH – Antique Show
 East Coast Surfi ng Championships
 FunkFest
 Neptune Soccer Classic
 Sun Cup Soccer Tournament
WILLIAMSBURG 
 Merchants Square Summer Breeze 
  Concert Series
WINCHESTER – Peach Festival 

SEPTEMBER
ABINGDON – Washington County Fair
CHESAPEAKE – Civil War Days
 Summer Art Show
 Symphony Under the Stars
CHINCOTEAGUE – 2nd Saturday Art Stroll
 Lighthouse Tours
CHRISTIANSBURG 
 Sinkland Farms Pumpkin Festival
 Wilderness Trail Festival
FRONT ROYAL – Third Thursday ArtWalk
MANASSAS – Old World Festival
 SummerSounds Concerts
NEWPORT NEWS – Military Vehicle Show
 Revolutionary War Re-Enactment
 Siege of Yorktown
MIDDLETOWN – Clam and Oyster Bake 
NORFOLK – Acoustic Music Festival
 Antique Classic Car and Boat Show
 Books in the Park
 Mid Atlantic Black Film Festival
 Mid-Autumn Moon Festival
 Town Point Boat Show
ONANCOCK – Harborfest
RICHMOND – NASCAR Weekend
 St. Benedict Oktoberfest
 State Fair of Virginia
 Street Festival of the Arts
 Virginia Garden Festival
VIRGINIA BEACH – American Music Festival
 Blues at the Beach
 Festa Italiana
 Neptune Fall Wine Festival
 Neptune Festival Boardwalk Weekend
 Rock ‘N’ Roll 1/2 Marathon
 Sandman Triathlon
WILLIAMSBURG – Arts Month
WINCHESTER – Apple Harvest Festival
 Blue Grass & Barbecue
 Civil War Weekend
 Fall Fun Festival Marker-Miller Orchard
 Friday Fish Fry Celebration
 Kitchen Kapers Tour
 Tri-State Antique Truck Show
 

OCTOBER 
BELLE GROVE – Living History Weekend
BLACKSBURG – Halloween Carnival
BOYCE – Blandy Farm  Arbor Fest
CHESAPEAKE – Bark in the Park
 DockDogs® Club Series Competition
 Ghost Train
 Great American Food Fest
CHINCOTEAGUE – 2nd Saturday Art Stroll
 Chili & Chowder Cookoff
 Lighthouse Tours
 Oyster Festival

Contact Area Chambers of Commerce/Visitor’s Bureaus for more information.

http://www.travel-recreation.com
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CHIPPOKES FORESTRY MUSEUM 
 Harvest Festival (15)
CHRISTIANSBURG  
 Sinkland Farms Pumpkin Festival
FORT SHENANDOAH 
 Fall Nationals Skirmish Competition
 Halloween Skirmish
FRONT ROYAL –  Autumn Conservation Festival 
  @ Smithsonian’s National Zoo
 Festival of Leaves
 Third Thursday ArtWalk
KIPTOPEAKE – Harvest Festival
MANASSAS – Fall Jubilee 
 Haunted Ben Lomond
MIDDLETOWN – Apple Harvest Festival 
 Battle of Cedar Creek Re-Enactment 
MILLWOOD – Hot Air Balloon and Wine Festival at 
  Historic Longbranch
NEWPORT NEWS – Fall Festival of Folklife
 Oyster Point Oyster Roast
NORFOLK – Ocean View Art Show
 Town Point Virginia Wine Festival
 Virginia Childrens Festival
PORTSMOUTH
 Great Chesapeake Bay Schooner Race
RICHMOND – Blood Lake Haunted House
 Folk Festival
 Highland Games and Celtic Festival
 Oktoberfest
 Second Street Festival
VIRGINIA BEACH – Beach Blast
 Coin Show
 Columbus Day Soccer Tournament
 Gun & Knife Show
 Naval Air Station Oceana Air Show
 Oktober Brewfest
 Wild Wheels Weekend

WILLIAMSBURG 
An Occasion for the Arts (1-2)

 Howl-O-Scream @ Busch Gardens 
  (every Fri.-Sun.)
 Prelude to Victory Re-Enactments @ 
  Colonial Williamsburg
 Yorktown Victory Celebration (15-16)
WINCHESTER 

Harvest Festival at Marker-Miller Orchard
 International Children’s Festival 
 Market Day: A Festival of Olden Times & 
  Tankards
 Pumpkin Festival

NOVEMBER
ABINGDON – Mistletoe Market
CHESAPEAKE 

Indian River Christmas Craft Show
 Veterans Day Salute
CHINCOTEAGUE – 2nd Saturday Art Stroll
 Assateague Island Waterfowl Week
 Deborah Waterfowl Show/Auction
 Holiday Craft Shopping Extravaganza
 Lighthouse Tours
NEWPORT NEWS – 100 Miles of Lights
NORFOLK 

Garden of Lights at Norfolk Botanical Gardens
Grand Illumination Parade

RICHMOND 
Capital of the Confederacy Civil War Show

 Craft and Design Show
 Craftsmen’s Christmas Classic Arts & 
  Crafts Festival
 GardenFest of Lights
 Sun Trust Richmond Marathon & NTELOS 8K
 Virginia Christmas Show
URBANNA – Oyster Festival

VIRGINIA BEACH – Cape Henry Duathlon
 Holiday Lights at the Beach  
WILLIAMSBURG
 Foods & Feasts of Colonial Virginia (24-26)
 Midnight Madness @ Premium Outlets (25)
 Virginia Thanksgiving Festival @ 
  Berkeley Plantation (6)

DECEMBER
CHESAPEAKE – Battle of Great Bridge
CHINCOTEAGUE – 2nd Saturday Art Stroll
 Old-Fashioned Christmas Parade
CHIPPOKES – Christmas Program
MANASSAS – Santa Visits Ben Lomond
MILLWOOD 
 Twilight Tours @ Historic Long Branch House
NEWPORT NEWS – 100 Miles of Lights
 Antebellum Holidays
 Hollydazzle
 Newsome House Holiday Splendor
 Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony
NORFOLK 
 Garden of Lights at Norfolk Botanical Gardens
ONANCOCK – Christmas Home Tour
RICHMOND 
 An Old-Fashioned Christmas at Maymont
 Bizarre Bazaar’s Christmas Collection
 Holiday Glitter: Monument Avenue After Dark
VIRGINIA BEACH – Holiday Lights at the Beach  
 Holiday Parade at the Beach
WILLIAMSBURG – A Colonial Christmas
 Christmas Decorations in Historic Area
 Christmas Town @ Busch Gardens (every Fri.-Sun.)
 Grand Illumination in Colonial Williamsburg (4)
 Williamsburg Community Christmas Parade (3)
WINCHESTER – Preservation of Historic 
  Winchester Holiday House Tours

Contact Area Chambers of Commerce/Visitor’s Bureaus for more information.

Abingdon ..........................................................................(276) 628-3167
  Website: ..................................................................  www.abingdon.com
Arlington Convention & Visitors Services .........................(800) 296-7996
  Website: ............................................................. www.stayarlington.com
Blacksburg & Christiansburg Visitors Center ....................(540) 522-2636
Blue Ridge Travel Association ..........................................(800) 446-9670
  Website: ........................................................  www.virginiablueridge.org
Chesapeake Bay Gateways Center..................................(410) 260-2488
   Website: ............................................................. www.baygateways.net
Chesapeake Conventions & Tourism ...............................(757) 502-4898
   Toll Free: ........................................................................(888) 889-5551
   Website: ......................................................  www.visitchesapeake.com
Chincoteague Chamber....................................................(757) 336-6161
  Website: .............................................. www.chincoteaguechamber.com
Eastern Shore of Virginia Tourism ....................................(757) 787-8268
   Website: ..............................................................  www.esvatourism.org
Fairfax County Visitors Center ..........................................(800) 732-9500 
  Website: ................................................................... www.visitfairfax.org
Fairfax Museum & Visitors Center ....................................(703) 385-8414
  Toll Free: .........................................................................(800) 545-7930
  Website: ....................................................................  www.fairfaxva.gov
Hampton Convention & Visitor Bureau ............................. (757) 727-1102
  Toll Free: .........................................................................(800) 800-2202
  Website: ............................................................. www.visithampton.com
Heart of Appalachia .......................................................... (276) 762-0011
  Website: ....................................................  www.heartofappalachia.com
Loudon CVB ..................................................................... (800) 752-6118
  Website: .................................................................. www.visitloudon.org
Luray / Page County Visitor Info Center ...........................(540) 743-3915
  Toll Free: .........................................................................(888) 743-3915
  Website: .................................................................  www.luraypage.com
Montgomery County ......................................................... (877) ForGuide
  Website: .....................................................................  www.montva.com

Nelson County CVB.......................................................... (800) 282-8223
  Website: ............................................................  www.nelsoncounty.com
Northern Neck Tourism Council ........................................ (804) 333-1919
  Toll Free: ......................................................................... (800) 393-6180
  Website: .............................................................. www.northernneck.org
Prince William County / Manassas CVB........................... (703) 396-7130
  Toll Free: ......................................................................... (800) 432-1792
  Website: ..................................................................... www.visitpwc.com
Pulaski County CC & Visitors Center ............................... (540) 980-7705
  Website: .............................................................  www.pulaskicounty.org
Richmond Region Visitor Center ...................................... (800) 370-9004
  Website: ........................................................  www.visitrichmondva.com
Roanoke Valley CVB ........................................................ (540) 342-6025
  Toll Free: ......................................................................... (800) 635-5535
  Website: ..........................................................  www.visitroanokeva.com
Shenandoah County Tourism ........................................... (540) 459-6227
  Website: ......................................................  www.shenandoahtravel.org
Town of Front Royal.......................................................... (540) 635-5788
  Website: ..............................................................  www.frontroyalva.com
Winchester / Frederick County CVB ................................. (540) 542-1326
  Toll Free: ......................................................................... (877) 871-1326
  Website: ............................................................... visitwinchesterva.com
Wytheville / Wythe & Bland Regional VC ......................... (276) 223-3355
  Toll Free: ......................................................................... (877) 347-8307
  Website: ...........................................................  www.visitwytheville.com
Virginia Beach CVB .......................................................... (800) VA-BEACH
  Website: ........................................................................  www.vbfun.com
Virginia Tourism Corporation ............................................ (800) 847-4882
  Website: .......................................................................  www.virginia.org
VisitNorfolk ......................................... (757) 664-6620 or (800) 368-3097 
  Website: ........................................................ www.visitnorfolktoday.com
Williamsburg Chamber & Tourism Alliance ....................... (800) 368-6511
   Website: ................................................. www.explorewilliamsburg.com
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CHOICE HOTELS
I  N  T  E  R  N  A  T  I  O  N  A  L

Virginia Locations
Alexandria - QUALITY INN
7212 Richmond Hwy • Alexandria, VA 22306
(703) 765-9000 • Fax (703) 765-2325
Features:  Free Continental Breakfast • Free DSL & WiFi • Free 
Local Calls • HBO • Free Parking • Pet Friendly • Coin-Op Laundry                            

•  Many More Amenities. 
www.alexandriaqualityinn.com • www.choicehotels.com

Ashland - QUALITY INN & SUITES
810 England St. • I-95 & SR 54 • Ashland, VA 23005
(804) 798-4231 • Fax (804) 798-9074
Features: Free Hot Buffet Breakfast • Perkins Restaurant & Bak-
ery Located Next Door • Free High-Speed Internet Access • Free 

Local Calls • Microwaves & Refrigerators in All Rooms • Free Coffee in Lobby 
• Olympic-Size Seasonal Outdoor Pool • Fitness Center • Data Ports • Voice 
Mail • Copy Service • Coffee Makers • Irons / Ironing Boards • Hair Dryers • 
Cable TV • Suites Feature Pull-out Full Size Sleeper Sofa and Sitting Areas • 
Handicap Accessible • Smoking & Non-Smoking Rooms Are Available • Pets 
Welcome With Small Nightly Fee.
www.choicehotels.com/hotel/va337

Carrollton - ECONO LODGE BENNS CHURCH
20080 Brewer’s Neck Blvd. •  Carrollton, VA 23314
(757) 357-9057 • Fax (757) 365-4108
Hotel Amenities Include High-Speed Internet Access • Free Con-

tinental Breakfast • Free Coffee In the Lobby • Ample Free Parking • All Spacious 
Guest Rooms Feature Cable Television, Microwaves And Refrigerators • Non-
Smoking • Handicap Accessible & Effi ciency Rooms Are Also Available. 
www.choicehotels.com

Lorton - COMFORT INN GUNSTON CORNER
8180 Silverbrook Road  •  Lorton, VA 22079
(703) 643-3100  •  Fax (703) 643-3175
Be Sure To Visit The 24-Hour Sundry Shop & Fully Staffed Fairfax 
County Visitor’s Center, Located on the Premises.

This Lorton Hotel Offers Many Full-Service Amenities & Features, Including a 
Free Continental Breakfast, Free Weekday Newspaper, Free Coffee & Shuttle 
Service to the Metro Station. Guests are invited to take advantage of the Game 
Room, Exercise Room, Outdoor Heated Pool And Sundeck. 
www.choicehotels.com

Newport News - ECONO LODGE
11845 Jefferson Ave. • Newport News, VA 23606-1934
(757) 599-3237 • Fax (757) 599-0434
The EconoLodge Offers Free Continental Breakfast • High-

Speed Internet • USA Today • Conveniently Located Near Airport, Mall, Restau-
rant & The New City Center.  Bring this ad in for 10% off, based on availibity. 

Norfolk - QUALITY SUITES LAKE WRIGHT
6280 Northampton Blvd. • Norfolk, VA 23502
(757) 461-6251 • (800) 228-5157
Features:  Complimentary Full Hot Breakfast Buffet • All Two Room 
Suites • In-Room Refrigerator, Microwave, Coffeemaker, Hair Dryer, 

Iron & Full-Sized Board, Electronic Safe • Fitness & Business Centers • Free 
HSIA & Wireless • Free Local Calls • Ample Free Parking • Pet Friendly • Guest 
Laundry • Indoor/Outdoor Pool • Golf Course on Premises • Convenience Store 
• Free Shuttle to Norfolk International Airport.  Group Rates Available.
www.qualityinn.com/hotel/va055

Norfolk - SLEEP INN LAKE WRIGHT
6280 Northampton Blvd. • Norfolk, VA 23502
(757) 461-1133 • (800) 228-5157
Features:  Complimentary Deluxe Continental Breakfast • In-Room 
Refrigerator, Coffeemaker, Hair Dryer, Iron & Full-Sized Board, 

Electronic Safe • Fitness & Business Centers • Free HSIA & Wireless • Free Lo-
cal Calls • Ample Free Parking • Pet Friendly • Guest Laundry • Indoor/Outdoor 
Pool • Golf Course on Premises • Convenience Store • Free Shuttle to Norfolk 
International Airport.  Group Rates Available. 
www.sleepinn.com/hotel/va059

Virginia Beach - ECONO LODGE OCEANFRONT
2109 Atlantic Avenue  •  Virginia Beach, VA 23451
(757) 428-2403 • (800) 999-3630 • Fax (757) 422-2530
This Virginia Beach Hotel Provides Many Amenities, Including 

Free Continental Breakfast With Hot Waffl es And Free Wireless High-Speed 
Internet Access In All Guest Rooms & Public Areas. Guests Will Also Enjoy Free 
USA Today Newspaper, Free On-Site Garage Parking, Free Coffee And The 
Indoor Heated Pool. 
www.econolodge.com/hotel-virginia_beach-virginia-VA051

1-800-4-CHOICE
www.choicehotels.comwww.choicehotels.com

Grayson Highlands (photo courtesy Virginia State Parks)
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Located just three miles from the 
Mall, the Inn offers abundant free 
parking. The 14th St. bus stops 
just outside the house every 10 
minutes taking guests directly to 
the Mall and downtown. Within 
a mile and a half of the Inn is the 
Columbia Heights Metro station 
which connects guests to all parts 

of the city, including the
convention center.

One of D.C.'s most charming inns, we are equally 
appealing to the discerning business or leisure 

traveler. The Inn is conveniently located for easy 
metro access to the National Mall and city center.

Each room has a sense of space and uniqueness 
borne from a Victorian pursuit of grandeur. 
Attached to each room is a bathroom that 

dismisses the word adequate and replaces it with 
excess. Enjoy the life of excess during your stay 

in the nation's capitol.

The Intown 
Uptown Inn

4907 14th St. N.W. • Washington DC 20011
(202) 541-9400

info@iuinn.com
www.iuinn.com

Amenities Include:
• Wireless Internet Access

• Endless Coffee
• Free, Unrestricted On-Street Parking

• Convenient Location
• Customized Catering

mailto:info@iuinn.com
http://www.iuinn.com
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